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Eriocephalus macroglossus B. Nord. sp. nov. 

Frutices robusti ramosi cortice incano, rami floriferi breviter villosi. Folia 
linearia vel linearo-filiformia, simplicia vel interdum trilobata, dense argenteo- 
sericea, alternata vel fasciculata, basibus nonnihil dilatis. Pedunculi villosi in 
subumbellis terminalibus dispositi. /nvolucri bracteae 4, ovatae, plerumque 
obtusae, marginibus apicibusque fuscis vel subnigris. Bracteae flosculorum radii 
ad medium vel ultra connatae, quot flosculi radii, submembranaceae, to- 
mentosae. Flosculi radii 2—3, quidque lamina magna lactea; ovarium dense 
tomentosum. Bracteae flosculorum disci ovatae—lanceolatae, membranaceae, 
tomentosae. Flosculi disci 8—12, corolla tubulata; ovarium cylindricum, 
glabrum, sterile. 

Vigorous much-branched shrubs, 0: 5—1 2 m. high. Old stems and branches 
nude, with grey cortex. Floriferous branches erect, straight, shortly villous. 
Leaves linear or linear-filiform, semiterete or flattened, 0- 3—2 cm. long, mostly 
simple but sometimes 3-lobed, alternate or seemingly fascicled on brachyblasts 
(on the flowering shoots mostly simple and alternate), densely and adpressedly 
silvery-sericeous, acute or subacute. Leaf-base somewhat dilated, situated on a 
cushion-like projection from the main axis. Peduncles 4—10, arranged in 
terminal subumbels, 4—8 mm. long, densely villous. /nvolucral bracts 4, ovate, 
4—5 mm. long, 2- 5——4 mm. wide, herbaceous or somewhat coriaceous towards 
the base, obtuse or seldom acute, brown or blackish towards the margins and 
tips, with tomentose margins and outsides; the two outer ones more keeled 
and narrow, the two inner ones somewhat broader and flatter. Bracts of ray- 
florets 2—3, connate to the middle or slightly more, broadly ovate, 6—7 mm. 
long, submembranous, with tomentose margins and outsides; tomentum grow- 
ing copiously after the anthesis, white or fulvous to brownish. Ray-florets 2—3. 
Limb broadly oblong or oblong-cuneate, 6—7 mm. long, 4—6 mm. wide, 
many-nerved, cream-coloured, bluntly 3-toothed at the apex. Tube narrowly 
cylindrical, 2—3 mm. long, brownish, striate. Style terete; lobes flat, linear, 
tapering towards the tips, 2:5—4 mm. long. Ovary (and achene) narrowly 
oblong, 2—3 mm. long, somewhat flattened, densely tomentose. Bracts of disc- 
florets ovate—narrowly oblong or lanceolate (the inner ones narrower), 6—7 
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mm. long. 1-5—3 mm. wide. membranous, acute, with woolly margins and 
backs. Disc-florets 8—12. Corolla tubular. gradually widening above, 3:5—4 
mm. long; lobes triangular, 0-5 mm. long, acute. Anthers 1:2—2 mm. long 
incl. the ovate appendage. Style terete, simple, with a somewhat convex tip 
surrounded by short hairs. Ovary cylindrical, 1—1:5 mm. long, glabrous, 
sterile. 

HorLorvPr. B. Maguire 374 in Compton Herbarium, National Botanic 
Gardens, Kirstenbosch. 

Flowering period: July—September. 

L. NAMAQUALAND. Prope Kasteel Poort, Aug. 1883, Bolus 9569 (BOL); 
Richtersveld. Kubus, main kloof. Aug. 1925, Marloth 12367 b (BOL); Ezels- 
fontein. Sept. 1950. Maguire 379 (NBG); 6 miles W. of Springbok. Sept. 1950, 
Maguire 374 (NBG holotype); 14 miles W. by S. of Springbok, July 1957, 
Acocks 19332 (BOL); Same locality, Sept. 1957. Acocks 19572 (BOL,NBG); 
10 miles W. of Springbok on Spektakel road, Nov. 1962, Nordenstam 1877 
(LD); Ezelsfontein, 14 miles W. of Springbok, Nov. 1962. Nordenstam 1883 
(LD). 

Eriocephalus macroglossus is characterized, i.a., by the silvery leaves, sub- 
umbellate inflorescence, short and villous peduncles, large heads and rays, and 
the copious tomentum in the capitula. The new species comes nearest to E. 
scariosus DC. and E. africanus L. From the former species it is readily dis- 
tinguished by the concentrated terminal inflorescence and the absence of broad 
white membranous margins of the involucral bracts. From the polymorphic 
E. africanus it differs chiefly by its larger capitula and rays, and longer, more 
copious wool. 

The leaves of E. macroglossus are usually all entire. but in the collection 
from the Richtersveld several leaves are three-lobed (see fig.). This is a character 
of little importance in the genus, as pointed out by Levyns (1941 p. 135). 

E. macroglossus is hitherto only known from northern Namaqualand. It 
grows in stony or rocky ground and on small kopjes (shale and quartzite) in a 
small area west of Springbok, and has also been found once in the Richtersveld. 
The locality “Kasteel Poort” could not be traced and is thus not indicated on 
the distribution map. 
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Map 1. The distribution of Eriocephalus macroglossus B. Nord. 
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Fic. 1. Eriocephalus macroglossus B. Nord. A Portion of plant x 2. 
B Involucral bracts x5. C Bract of disc-floret x 5. D Bracts of 
ray-florets <5. E Ray-floret x5. F Disc-floret x5. G Style of 
disc-floret x 10. H Anthers x 10. I Outline of leaves, all from the 


same branch x2 (A-H Maguire 374, I Marloth 12367 b.) Del. 
R. B. Nordenstam. 


